The persistent widow-

What’s Keeping You Quiet?

Luke 18:1-8

1 Then Jesus told His disciples a parable to show them that they
should always pray and not give up. 2 He said: “In a certain town
there was a judge who neither feared God nor cared what
people thought. 3 And there was a widow in that town who
kept coming to him with the plea, ‘Grant me justice against my
adversary.’ 4 “For some time he refused. But finally, he said to
himself, ‘Even though | don’t fear God or care what people
think, 5 yet because this widow keeps bothering me, | will see
that she gets justice, so that she won’t eventually come and
attack me!’”” 6 And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust
judge says. 7 And will not God bring about justice for His
chosen ones, who cry out to Him day and night? Will He keep
putting them of f? 8 | tell you, He will see that they get justice,
and quickly. However, when the Son of Man comes, will He find
faith on the earth?”

Blind Bartimaeus-

Mark 10:46-52

46 Then they came to Jericho. As Jesus and His disciples,
together with a large crowd, were leaving the city, a blind man,
Bartimaeus (which means “son of Timaeus”), was sitting by the
roadside begging. 47 When he heard that it was Jesus of
Nazareth, he began to shout, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy
on me!” 48. Many rebuked him and told him to be quiet, but he
shouted all the more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” 49
Jesus stopped and said, “Call him.” So they called to the blind
man, “Cheer up! On your feet! He’s calling you.” 50 Throwing his
cloak aside, he jumped to his feet and came to Jesus. 51 “What
do you want me to do for you?” Jesus asked him. The blind man
said, “Rabbi, | want to see.” 52 “Go,” said Jesus, “your faith has
healed you.” Immediately he received his sight and followed
Jesus along the road.

The Women at the well-

John 4:28-42

28 Then, leaving her water jar, the woman went back to the
town and said to the people, 29 “Come, see a man who told me
everything | ever did. Could this be the Messiah?” 30 They
came out of the town and made their way toward Him...39 Many
of the Samaritans from that town believed in Him because of
the woman’s testimony, “He told me everything | ever did.” 40
So when the Samaritans came to Him, they urged Him to stay
with them, and He stayed two days. 41 And because of His
words many more became believers. 42 They said to the woman,
“We no longer believe just because of what you said; now we
have heard for ourselves, and we know that this man really is
the Savior of the world.”

Peter and John-

May we never be able to be silent by the

Acts 4:16-21

16 “What are we going to do with these men?” they asked.
“Everyone living in Jerusalem knows they have performed a
notable sign, and we cannot deny it. 177 But to stop this thing
from spreading any further among the people, we must warn
them to speak no longer to anyone in this name.” 18 Then they
called them in again and commanded them not to speak or teach
at all in the name of Jesus. 19 But Peter and John replied,
“Which is right in God’s eyes: to listen to you, or to Him? You be
the judges! 20 As for us, we cannot help speaking about what
we have seen and heard.” 21 After further threats they let them
go. They could not decide how to punish them, because all the
people were praising God for what had happened.

Jeremiah 20:7-9

7 LORD, You persuaded me and | let myself be persuaded;

You have overcome me and prevailed. | have become a
laughingstock all day long; 8 Whenever | speak, | cry out
proclaiming violence and destruction. So, the word of the Lord
has brought me insult and reproach all day long. 9 But if | say, “I
will not mention His word or speak anymore in His name,”

His word is in my heart like a fire, a fire shut up in my bones.

I am weary of holding it in; indeed, | cannot.




