
 
What do you want? 

John 5:1-14 
 

 
1 Later on, there was another festival of the Jews, and Jesus went up to 
Jerusalem. 2 Near the Sheep Gate in Jerusalem is a pool called Bethesda in 
Hebrew. It has five colonnades, 3 and under these a large number of sick 
people were lying—blind, lame, or paralyzed—waiting for the movement 
of the water. 4 At certain times an angel of the Lord would go down into 
the pool and stir up the water, and whoever stepped in first after the 
stirring of the water was healed of whatever disease he had. 
 
5 One particular man was there who had been ill for 38 years. 6 When 
Jesus saw him lying there and knew that he had already been there a long 
time, he asked him, “Do you want to get well?” 
 
7 The sick man answered him, “Sir, I don’t have anyone to put me into the 
pool when the water is stirred up. While I’m trying to get there, someone 
else steps down ahead of me.” 
 
8 Jesus told him, “Stand up, pick up your mat, and walk!” 9 The man 
immediately became well, and he picked up his mat and started walking. 
Now that day was a Sabbath. 
 
10 So the Jewish leaders told the man who had been healed, “It is the 
Sabbath, and it is not lawful for you to carry your mat. 
 
11 But he answered them, “The man who made me well told me, ‘Pick up 
your mat and walk.’” 
 
12 They asked him, “Who is the man who told you, ‘Pick it up and walk’?” 
 
13 But the one who had been healed did not know who it was, because 
Jesus had slipped away from the crowd in that place. 14 Later on, Jesus 
found him in the Temple and told him, “Look! You have become well. Stop 
sinning or something worse may happen to you.”  
 
He was in a good place to receive a ___________________________. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Simple question; _________________________________________ 
 
We want things, but only see the _____________________________.  
 
His response to a ____________________________________ command. 
 
What is worse? 

Missing a miracle because of our own ______________________  
 

A life of _________________________ and __________________. 
 
Do we miss what God wants to do in us because it is: 
 _________________________________________________. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


