Independence

Galatians 5:1
1 For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not
submit again to a yoke of slavery.

Romans 7:21-24

21 So | find this law at work: Although | want to do good, evil is right there
with me. 22 For in my inner being | delight in God’s law; 23 but | see another
law at work in me, waging war against the law of my mind and making me a
prisoner of the law of sin at work within me. 24 What a wretched man | am!
Who will rescue me from this body that is subject to death?

We find ourselves continually being drawn back to

John 8:31-35

31 To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my
teaching, you are really my disciples. 32 Then you will know the truth, and
the truth will set you free.”

33 They answered him, “We are Abraham’s descendants and have never
been slaves of anyone. How can you say that we shall be set free?”

34 Jesus replied, “Very truly | tell you, everyone who sins is a slave to sin. 35
Now a slave has no permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it
forever. 36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.

Captivity that tells us we can

Romans 3:20-28

20 For no one can ever be made right with God by doing what the law
commands. The law simply shows us how sinful we are.

22We are made right with God by placing our faith in Jesus Christ. And this
is true for everyone who believes, no matter who we are.

23 For everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God’s glorious standard. 24
Yet God, in his grace, freely makes us right in his sight. He did this through
Christ Jesus when he freed us from the penalty for our sins.

27 Can we boast, then, that we have done anything to be accepted by God?
No, because our acquittal is not based on obeying the law. It is based on
faith. 28 So we are made right with God through faith and not by obeying
the law.

John 8:34
34 Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, | say to you, everyone who commits
sin is a slave to sin.

Il Peter 2:19
They promise freedom, but they themselves are slaves of sin and

corruption. For you are a slave to whatever controls you.

Captive to our own

Romans 6:23
23 But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of
God, the fruit you get leads to sanctification and its end, eternal life.

| Corinthians 15

54 When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the
mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true:
“Death has been swallowed up in victory.”

55 “Where, O death, is your victory?

Where, O death, is your sting?”

56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be
to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Galatians 5:24-25

24 Those who belong to Christ Jesus have nailed the passions and desires of
their sinful nature to his cross and crucified them there. 25 Since we are
living by the Spirit, let us follow the Spirit’s leading in every part of our lives.

Romans 7:25

25 Thanks be to God, who delivers me through Jesus Christ our Lord! So
then, | myself in my mind am a slave to God’s law, but in my sinful nature a
slave to the law of sin.

William Wallace:
There's a difference between us. You think the people of this country exist to
provide you with position. | think your position exists to provide those people
with freedom. And | go to make sure that they have it.

Is your freedom your position, or your opportunity to share what Christ
has done with others?



